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Abstract of JP621 10245 

PURPOSE:To suppress the formation of a 
potential barrier by arranging an auxiliary 
extracting electrode closely facing a sample 
between a spectroscope secondary electron 
extracting electrode and the sample. 
CONSTITUTION:An auxiliary extracting 
electrode 14 having the same potential VE as 
that of a spectrosocpe secondary electron 
extracting electrode 13 is arranged closely to a 
sample ace with a clearance of 0.1 -0.5mm or 
so. Because of the equipotential of the 
auxiliary extracting electrode and the 
spectroscope secondary electron extracting 
electrode, the auxiliary extracting electrode 
allows secondary electrons extracted from the 
surface of an IC chip 12 by a storing 
secondary electron extracting electric field to 
diverge strongly. For this reason, the 
secondary electrons do not happen to 
converge to the aperture for the passage of a 
primary electron beam provided in the 
spectroscope. Thereby, the formation of a 
potential barrier on micro-electrodes can be 
suppressed. 
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